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Address by H.E. The Ambassador of New Zealand, Sir Stephen Weir

May it please your Majesty :

I am deeply honoured by the invitation to participate in this, the opening ceremony
for the University of Khon Kaen. May 1 say, too, how privileged I am to be asked to

present a report on the Faculty of Agriculture building of this University.

The opening of Khon Kaen University, which Your Majesties have so graciously
consented to honour with your presence, is indeed an auspicious occasion. It is an event of

great significance for both the people of the North East of Thailand and the country as a
whole.

Here, on the one hand, we have a centre of higher learning and research which
even now is taking its place among other similar institutions in Thailand. Like its older-
established sister—Universities, the University of Khon Kaen is dedicated to the advance-

ment of education on a national level.

But here, too, we have an institution uniquely placed to contribute to the well-
being of the people of North East Thailand. We in New Zealand are only too well aware
of the deep concern felt by Your Majesties and the Government of thailand for the welfare
of the people of this region. We have noted with admiration the strenuous efforts being made
in the fields of agriculture, industry, education and health—to name but a few—to further
the well-being of your people. New Zealand, along with other friendly countries, has been
privileged to assist with these endeavors on a number of occasions. We have noted, too,
the visible signs of progress in this area towards the attainment of a progressive and stable
society free from the threat of internal disorder or outside interference. A society which

lacks stablility and security musl inevitably find the road to development a hard one indeed.



The establishment of this University 1s yet another manifestation of your Govern-
ment’s close interest in the welfare of the people of Thailand. It is gratifying to note that,
even in the relatively short space of time since classes began on this campus the Uni_versity

has shown every sign of a readiness to accept in full both its regional and its national
responsibilties. Here I should like to pay tribute to all those associated with the

University in its early stages of development. By their enthusiasm and joint endavour,
they have laid a sound basis for the further development of this institution.

This day has for me added significance in that it marks also the opening of the
Khon Kaen University Faculty of Agriculture building donated by the Government and the
people of New Zealand.

It was in November of last year that I participated in the ceremony to lay the
foundation stone for this building in which we are new gathered. On that occasion, I
expressed the hope that the building would help the University consolidate the ties between
study and research on the one hand, and agricultural development on the other. Today,
little more than twelve months later, the building stands ready to be occupied. The
progress that has been made by the Faculty of Agriculture in the intervening months
leaves no doubt in my mind as to its ability to achieve this aim.

Thailand and New Zealand do ofcourse have much in common. One field of vital
concern to us both is that of agriculture. It is, I fell, particularly fitting that our two
countries should be working together on a project of this kind which has so much to offer
in this important field. It is my wish, and the with of the New Zealand Government, that
this building should long stand as a symbol of the friendship and close cooperation
which exists between our two peoples.

May I now ask Your Majesty to accepl this Faculty of Agriculture building
as a gift from the Government of New Zealand lo the Government of Thailand, and

as a token of the interest we share with you in the wellare of your people
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H.E.The Ambassador of New Zealand
H.E.The Amdassador of Canada

The Director, The United Stated (Fulbright)
Educational (Fulbright) Foundation in Thailand

The Director, The American Peace Corps

Mr. Dunning for the Voluntary Service Abroad of
New Zealand

Miss Ireland for the Canadian University Service

Overseas
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