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BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

NAME : MILTON E., BENDER, JR.

DATE AND PLACE CF BIRTH : 19 May 1916, Panhandle, Texas, USA

FAMILY STATUS

Married; one daughter.

1946-49
1949-50
1967

1968

1943-45
194546
19L4-50
195052

1953-56

1957=61

1961-63

THE3-68
1968-

EDUCATION/HONORS

Colorado State University, received B.S. in Civil Engineering.
Cornell University, received Master degree in Civil Engineering.
Chulalongkorn University, Banghkok, received Honorary Doctorate
of ingineering, conferred by H.M. The King.

University of Mindanae, Philippines, received Doctor of

Education degree, Honoris Cause
EXPERIENCE

U.3, Seebees, Serving in the Admiralty Islands and New Guines
Engineering nid, Soil Conservation Service

Showa above under Bducation.

Office Engineer, Contract fdministrator, Bureau of Reclamaticn,
Huron, Socuth Dakota.

fissistant Professor, Department of Civil Engineering, Colorads
State University, Fort Collins.,

Associate Professor,; Department of Civil Engineering, Colorado
State University, Fort Collins.

Professor and Head, Department of Civil Engineering, Colorado
State University, Fort Coellins.

Frofessor, Head of the Department of Civil Engineering, and
Director of Research, Colorado State University, Fort Collins.
Dean, SEATO Graduate Jchool of EBngineering, Buanghok.
Fresident, Asian Institute of Technology, (formerly SEATC

Graduate Scheoel of Engineering), Bangkok.

President Bender is a member of the American Scciety of Engineering

Education, having served as an officer as well as a committee member, He is

also a member of the American Scciety of Civil Ingineers and & Registered

Professional Engineer and Land Surveyor in the State of Colorado,



Dr. Bender was born ia Texas, U.S5.4. on May 19,1916 and attended
elementary and secondary scheoole in Colorado which has been his home

most of his life.

He served in the U.S5, Navy CB's in the South Pacific during
Werld War II.

He received his BS degree in Civil Engineering at Colorade State
University in 1949 and his MS from Cornell University in 1950. He has
received honorary dectorates from Chulalongkorn University and from the

University of Mindanao in the Philippines,

From 1950 - 1552 he worked for tie Bureau of Reclamntion in South
Dakota as cffice engineer., He accepted a position at Colerado State
University in 1952 as Instructor and rose through the various ranks to
become Frofessor and Head of the Department of Civil Ingineering in 1957.
In May of 1943 he left Colorado to become Dean of the SEATO Graduate School
of Bngineering, With the change of the School to its independent status

as the Asian Institute of Technoleogy he became its first President.

The pericd from 1968-72 in the development of AIT has been most
critical because AIT officially came into being in November, 1967, so
it was and still is in some sense in its stage of infancy. However,
under the able leadership as its first President, Dr. Milton L. Bender,
many significant developments and accomplishments have already taken
place. For example, in terms of academic program, in addition to its
Master's Degree program offered in the beginning, AIT now affers a
Doctor's Degree as well as a Diploma in Ungineering., The fields of
study have emerged from areas related to Civil Bngineering only to
Systems Engineering, Management, /gricultural Engineering, Urban and
Hegional Planning, Development Dconomics, etc., all very much needed
in the development of Asia. In terms of physical facilities, Dr. Bender
has raised sufficient funds for AIT to move before the end of the year to
2 new 1000 rail campus in Rangsit. Under construction are buildings worth
cleose to ten million U.S5. dollars. fAmong the buildings is a conference
center with hotel facilities which will enable LIT to conduct many seminars,
institutes, conferences which are a part of its continuing education Program

in serving the region.
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Perhaps more important than professionsal education or brick and
mortar, is the spirit of cooperation. ODr. Bender, through his under-
standing of the oriental as well as the western cultures, has brought
about a true spirit of regiocnal =nd international cocperation. Today,
~IT has students coming from 20 countries of Asia and funding support
from 20 countries in Asia, Forth Amerieca, and Burope. TIts faculty and

staff is very much international in nature as well,

Through Dr, Bender's foresight and vision, AIT has spearheaded
the concept of making training available in the region rather than
be dependent on universities in far away places. This was not gasy to
accomplish. Because of the 0ld tradition of prestige of degrees from
vestern institutions and the mere excitement of going abroad, Lsian
students prederred, and many still de, to study in North America and
Europe. Furthermorc,many scholarships are =available by donor governments
for further studies in their countries. The fact often gverlooked or
ignored is the relevance of education received and the temptation te
remain abroad after completion of the studies. Again, under Dr. Bender's
leadership, AIT's education is aimed at serving the developing countries
of lsia. Its program is relevant in meeting the needs of the region.
This is proved by the faet that over 90% of AIT graduztes have remained
in fsia, and many are helding responszible resitions in governments,
universities, and industric¢s. Realizing the inportance of ALIT's
contributicn, many denor governments, and some for the first time, hawve
previded scholorships to Asizn students, not for Turther studies in ‘the

denér ecountry, but at AIT.

To be relevant, Dr. Bender rezlizes [ IT must contribute to applied
resgarch, AIT's faculty and students are very mueh involved in ressarch
projects for nrpanizations sueh ne the Melkteng Committoee. BOAFE, the Thal

Government, the World Bank and the private secior.

In the past four years since AIT changed from the SEATO Graduate
School of Engineering to a completely independent private, zutonomous
and non-political institute, Dr, Hender had to evercome many obstacles
te prove that AIT is a vinble institution., It is only through his
determination, hard work, and unwavering personnlity thet LIT has been

able to reach its height today.
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