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Dome S‘a’zang jﬁougééi about j{éonﬁazn (Umcrszﬂéy

. G"fc/? gfzofcpe

BH this time you will have made up yor mind about fj(ﬁorzgasn ru:zivsuify
and what it means to You as students. s it a 9ooaf lﬁfacs to :ufuc{y ot not? e
You p'cou.a( of it ? e the counses well chosen? Hre the teachens intenested in
you and intenesting to Listen to?

I waould [ike to give You some :%iouggfa of fcvzang abrout 5{.’7{ U, To
tmy to .sxpfam wh Y I and my w.-,)[z and fanufy have come hene, what we /;o/zs to
4{0, and what we would Like to take with us when we Leave.

Tor gveny famng who comes here thene will be a a[iffz'zsnt st of TEQAORS,
but O think that £0EnY one would have as an impontant neason the /77,0/25 that he on
she can ﬁzfp this univensity to c{eusﬁ.’)b. into a wip.ecésc{ PL]&E of [sa'ming and
research. Thene will be many other neasons afdo, fo’c ourselves it was the wish to
see another country and to experience a culbune which is cftffzunt f'r,om our own.
We are also ga/zlﬁy that our children have an o/&po-zéunééy to travel while fﬁsy
ane still young. or some Psoﬁz& it may be an “adventurne’’.



We are hene becauss the govszmnsz of Thailand has asked the New-
Yealand GHovernment ](o'z assistance with ﬁaffazg this univensity until thene ane
snougﬁ 5x/§zdsnc£c{ “Thai mfaff to take ovex. g/z’s’zafo'zs we will pwgaﬁf_y onfy be

Ez’cz ot a few Yyzars mone. and then we wiflj’zsﬁwm ﬁ’oms on aﬁa s move fo
b

another uniuzui,éy whene thene s a need fom us. U, and all the othen Colombo-
Plan advisers at KKU. are pcuc[ ﬁy our own govennments. We ane fuuc[ the
same iafa’zy which we would neesive in our home country, pﬁu an extra allowanae
fa'r. wa'zgzng away) fwm me. Beeause these salanics ane ﬁigﬁam than the salanies
pcuc{ to the "That 4£aﬁ’, it is fﬁmzfoms ém/bottcmt that we do gooc[ work and
demonstrate that we are wonth the J_safw:‘y that we neasive.

There are two main types of work which we can do at Khonkaen University; teaching
and research/ development.

If we have come as advisers then we should have enough experience to do good work in
research/development and this should be the major part of our work here. Sometimes however
because of staff shortages we are asked to do a lot of teaching. Personally, I enjoy teaching and
meeting you, but I doubt that a farang can teach well here because of the language problem. No
matter how well prepared my lectures are, I am not teaching effectively if less than half of my
class can understand my English. Therefore I think that it is better for the Thai staff to do
most of the teaching. For a farang, teaching here is more difficult than at home because we
‘have to take extra care with the Engl'sh which we use, and prepare special notes to help you
understand us.

The most difficult thing for a farang working at KKU., even though most of the staff
speak good English, is the difficulty in communicating. Very few of us can speak Thai fluently
and therefore it is hard to give instructions clearly to technicians or werkmen. It is also disap-
pointing that we cannot just sit and talk in Thai with vou in the coffee shop or at the restaurant,
therefore we are limited in our efforts learn about Thailand in the short time that we are. We
are trying to learn the Thai language, and enjoy using it as much as possible, but because most
‘of the Thai staff want to improve their English, we do n'ot have much chance to use it at the

university. It is good to have some knowledge of Thai when we travel away from KKU.



res

I am at Khonkean University for two and a ha'f years, but this is not long enough to
achieve much. The system in which the university works is quite strange, and therefore I can-
not work as quickly and effectively as I would expect to at home. This is inevitable, but still
I become a little impatient at times.

You are very fortunate to have such a large campus with such attractive buildings. There
would be very few western universities which have been so generously treated. Everything here
is new and attractive. The buildings are large, the laboratories are very well equipped, the
dormitories are comfortable and the sports facilities are good. In addition, you have the active
interest of the King and Queen; their position in Thailand is unique compared with western
countries.

By any standards in the world this is a fortunate university.

In writing about the standard of the degree awarded here I can only speak for my own
Faculty, Engineering. The courses are of a good standard. They are necessarily of a more general
nature than in rﬁany western universities, because this is what is required in Thailand at this
time. For instance, you have to take courses in elementary health, psychology, economics and
English. The amount of time spent studying English is unfortunate But necessary, since almost
all the text books are written in English, and those who wish to study overseas must be fluent
in English,

The result of all this additional general course work is that the specialist courses are not
taught to such a high level. This makes it harder for those who want to do postgraduate work

overseas, bécause they must take extra courses to catch up.

To me the students at KKU are very pleasant to work with. Compared with western
university students you are all much more respectful and courteous to the teachers. This is, I
suppose, part of the Thai tradition of respect for elders, and is much appreciated by farang
staff. The standard of dress among the students is also much better in Thailand than in wes-
tern countries.

I am not so impressed with your diligence however. Certainly there are some hard
working, clever students, but if it is so difficult to win a place at a Thai university, if it is so
necessary to have a degree in order to get a good job, and if it is so hard for some of your

families to find money for your education, then why do you not work harder? Too many



students do little work until a week or two before examinations and then wonder why they
fail! Also, in my experience, many students copy assignments and laboratory reports from their
friends, not thinking that this merely makes the final examination more difficult. This attitude

towards the work is very disappointing.

We are all told that KKU. is to be a centre of learning and technology in the North-
East of Thailand. You, the students can help this to come about by travelling in the N.E.,

taking part in the work camps and getting to know the people and their needs. Most importantly,
by working in this region after graduating, you can help to make it a more prosperous and
happy place. In Thailand, I think there are too many people who consider that Bangkok is the
only place to work, and this makes the development of the other areas much slower. One part
of Thai culture which is puzzling to farangs is the idea that when you have a good education,
you no longer need to be involved in manual work, Westesn culture tends to emphasize that a
good education carries the responsibility of leadership within the society, and that leadership
must sometimes be by example and demonstration. This is particularly important in areas such
as agricultural extension work, where the farmers must be shown how to improve their methods.
What is the use of a university if the knowledge gained does dot benefit all the people in your
country.

I hope that when you leave Khonkaen University, your degree will be an asset
both to yourself and to Thailand. If KKU. has taught you that you have a responsibility to use
your skill and knowledge to help make Thailand a better place to live, then it will truly be a
good university. Remember that you, the graduates, are the people who will make this improve-
ment and you must have confidence that you can do it.

I hope that you will leave this university realizing that your education is not yet
complete, and that you must continue leaning about your profession as long as you are working.

When I leave this university, I will take with me an admiration for what it is trying to
do in the North-East of Thailand. I think I will take a sense of satisfaction that I have been
able to help make some progress in this direction. and I know I will take with me a know-
ledge of Thailand and its people which I will try to pass on to others, but which will remain
with me as a continuing interest all my life.
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When light is gone

Darkness comes in

To begin a new life

Try with all your might

Fight and fight to make your own pride
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