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Dr. Bimala ¥XalskXtha, Rector
Khon Kaen University

Thailand/United States Educational Foundation (Fulbright)
University of Pittsturgh TEFL Program
1972 - 1578

TITLE: Teaching of English Project (TEFL)

PURPGSE : To assist in developing a program in English instruction
at university level in new Thai regional universities.

ABSTRACT: To provide much needed long-range assistance and con-
tinuity to the English language program of Khon Kaen
Univeraity, Thailand, and to assist generally the

growth of this new regional university. The Thailand/United

States Educational Foundation (Fulbright), the University of

Pittsburgh, and Kohn Kaen University propose a joint project

of educational exchange and assistance over a four or five year

peried beginning in 1972-73. Each year Fulbright grants will

be awarded to one Thai faculty member to study in the MA and

TESOL Certificate programs of the Department of General Linguistics,

University of Pittsburgh, and one highly-qualified American TEFL »

specialist to serve as a lecturer/consultant in the English Depart-

ment, Kohn Kaen University,with primary responsibility for teacher

training, and materisls and program development. Senior con-

sultative services and professional materials are also provided.

Budget support will be contributed jointly by. Fulbright, the two

universities, and an outside funding agency.

DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION:

Objectives of ihe Project. This project is to assist in the
development of sound programs in English language instruction,
with emphasis on materials development and teacher training, at
the newer Thai regional institutions of higher education. Also
to foster long range ties between Thai and American institutions
of higher learning. Cooperating in the project will be the Univere
sity of Pitts (Department of General Linguistics) and Khon
Kaen University (Fnglish Department). An additional Thai univer-
sity may Join the project in the future. This will be a four or
five year'project begimming with the academic year 1972-1973.

The project will have the following primary objectives:

a) To help and hold quilified Thai teachers at the
regional universities, and t¢ up-grade their
professional and academic qualifiecations through
U.5. graduate study in the field of linguistiecs
and the teaching of English as a foreign language.

b) To provide highly qualified senior American TEFI
specialists as lecturer/consultants to strengtben



in-service teacher training, instructional
materials and curriculum development, and

long-range program planning.

¢) To provide continuity and coherence over a period
of several years for the programs and projects
undertaken. _ :

d) To provide the Thai institution with additional
support in materials, expertise, and new ideas
on a contimuing basis from the cooperating American
university. ;

Justification. This is a contimuation of a long standing, high
priority project of the Thailand-U.S. Educational Foundation,
combining two of the Foundations major objectives: The teaching
of English and assistance to the new regional universities of
Thailand. .

Khon Kaen University (established 1966) serves the Northeast
region of Thxiland. The English program suffers from such pro-
blems as poor organization, a general shortage of qualified teachers
and low faculty morale (because of the Universityr's location away
from Bangkok--the center of Thailand's highly centralised ed-
ucational system), a lack of up-to-date instructional and pro-
fessional materials, and lack of long-range curricular and adminis-
trative planning.

The University of Pittsburgh's Department of General linguistics
is exceptionally well-qualified to participate in this program due
to its strong graduate programs for teachers of English as a
foreign language, and its extensive experience and professional
expertise in the field of English teaching in Thailand.

‘Egcrzﬁ,_ In order to provide continuity and coherence, now
the Fnglish language program, it is proposed that each
year one Thai faculty member from the English Department, Khon

Kaen University, will be swarded a Fulbright grant to study for an
MA in Linguistics and Certificate in TKFL at the University of
Pittsburgh. In addition, Pittsburgh will nominate a highly qualified
professional to be Pulbright lecturer/consultant in TFFL at Khon
Kaen each year.

TH® University of Pittsburgh will recruit and provide orienta-
tion (Thai culture, educational system, and language) for the
Amcrican grantees, and a professional seminar for both the Thai
and Ame:rican grantees, who would then go to Khon Kaen as a t=zam
after having worked togecther at FPittsburgh.



During one "program cycle” (covering approximately s 19 month
period) one Thai faculty member will particirate in the MA Program
in Linguistics at Pittsburgh, and one American lecturer-consultant
will serve the English Department at Khon Ksen:

Thai grantee at Pittsturgh: 11-13 months
(2} or 3 terms: April to April or June, or
Sept. ty June or August).

American grantee at rhon Kaen: § conths
(one academic year: June to March).

Prior to serving in Thailand thre American
grantee (if not a regular Pittsturgh faculty
member ) will spend ore or two terzs teaching
on the Pittsburgh lirguistics faculty and
working with the Thai grantee.

At the beginning and end of the prograx (i.e., during the
first and final cycles) a Senior Consultant selected by
Pittsburgh will assist Khon Kaen University with program planning,
evaluation, and post-project cooperation during a special three-
week consultation visit.

man%mtrwm& The project will be administered
Jointly by the two universities and the Thailand-U.S. Educational
Foundation (T/USEF), in cooperation with the Committee on
International FExchange of Persons (CIEP).

T/USEF will annually bear the costs of travel, tuitign,
maintenance, books, etc. for the Thai and American grantees, who
will be selected by the two universities with approval of T/USEF
and CIEF, Khon Kaen University provides a house for the Amerdcan
grantee and his family. T/USEF support for cone program cycle will
total approximately $20,719.00.

L]

The University of Pittsturgh will tezr <he cost of salary
and released time for the American grantee's orientation, ete.,
and indirect costs to the University. Tota. Pittsburgh contribu-
tion for one program cycle will te approxicaisly $30,262.00.

Additional support from an outside furder is essential to
assure recruitment of highly qualified Amsrizan professionals, and
to provide important supplementary services. Specifically, funding
is needed Lor kmerican dependent intermaticral travel, books and
instructional materials for the Thai-grantee and university,
participation in professional conferences ty toth grantees, and
ahort-term services of a senlor. American corsultant at Khon hsen
during the first and final c¢ycles of the prepram. The total amount
sought for the first program cycle is § 1£,091.00.
Evaluation. Semi-annual detailed reports and evaluations by
Thai and American grantees, and the Chairmen of their respective
faculties will be eirculated to all agencies involved. The
Senior Constiltant will alsc subtmit a report and evaluation.

‘ Qutside evaluation will be solicited from appropriate Thai
agencies and the Regional English language Centre, South East

- Asian Ministers of Education Council, Singapore.
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Tel-Aviv, July 4, 1972
IPD/1573

ProfsBimala Kalakicha
Rector

Khon Kaen University
Khon Kaen

Thailand

Dear Prof. Kalakicha,

Re: Your letter 2601/B, 341 of May 30, 1972

We acknowledge with thanks your letter indicating the approval of
IPD/Consultants as planners of the Health Science Center of the University
of Khon Kaen.

Our replay as to requested changes in the final agreement has been delayed
50 a5 to enable Prof. Swasdi Skulthai to discuss 21l relevant details and
changes with us and give his views and comments prior to submission of the
agreement for your signature,

The details of the agreement, particularly para 2.1 b, reflect the outcome
of discussions held here and our preposal for stage by stage planning and
design work to be implemented. #e are confident that this approach will be
appropriate and will enable the University to minimise construction costs.
The figure quoted for Stage 1 has, as previously agreed, been kept at a
minimum ¢ost in view of future activities.

We would appreciate it if the revised lgreement could be approved and signed
by the University at your earliest convenience, and we could start work
immediately,

e hope that upon fulfillment of our duties, under para 2.1 of the agreement,
we will be able to embark upon subsequent stages of development, namely plans
and design work of the following:-

= Medical 3chocl

- Veterinary Scheol

= Dentistry School

— Dormitories

- Sciences Faculty

= Sport and Amphitheater facilities

It would be desirable if detailed design and working drawings of z2ll elements
of the Health Science Center be undertaken as a2 joint venture with Thai
Architects and Engineers, thus combining local talent and experience with

our expertise.

We hope that this matter could be discussed and finalised at the appropriate
time,

May we again thank you for the approval in principle, and lock forward to
the receipt of the signed /jgreement.

Sincerely yours,

(signed) Horowits
I - Hcl‘t}'#i ts
Enclosure: 6 copies of the wErecment Director General
ce:= kmbnssy of Isracl, Bungkok
- Prof. Swasdi Skulthai
Vice=Rector for Planning and Development &
Dean, Faculty of Graduate Studies
Mahidol University, Bangkok
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