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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the
Royal Thai Embassy and has the honour to acknowledge receipt of the
Embassy's Note No. 726 dated 13 November 1973 regarding the proposal of the
University of Khonkhaen that a Thai decoration be bestowed upon the Hon.

Mr Eric Halstead in recognition of his services to the University during
his tenure of office as New Zealand Ambassador to Thailand.

The Ministry is greatly appreclative of the action taken by the
University of Khonkhaen in placing this proposal before the Government of
Thailand but has to inform the Embassy that the regulations which the
New Zealand Government has followed for many years as regards the acceptance
of foreign awards by New Zealand citizens would not have premitted the
acceptance of the decoration in the circumstances surrounding the Hon.

Mr Halstead's assignment. The Ministry has the honour to state further,
however, that the New Zealand Government decided earlier this vear that a
comprehensive review should be undertaken of the existing Regulations on thic
subject with a view to formulating and adopting a ncw pelicy. In the meantimo,
therefore, and pending the outcome of this review, the Ministry regrets that
cemsideration of the proposal in the Embassy's Note must be deferred.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs avails itself of this opportunity

to renew to the Royal Thai Embassy the assurances of its highest consideration.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
WELLINGTON

23 November 1973
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